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Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Tuesday, May 8th, the Wright Flyers held the 
monthly membership meeting at the Montissippi Park 
Field. This was the first meeting of the season held at 
the field. The weather conditions started out less than 
ideal with a couple of light showers cutting short any 
pre-meeting activity. Garth Landefeld did manage to 
replace two of the pit table tops with new plywood 
that he had brought along.
 The meeting was called to order at 7:08 PM by 
president Garth Landefeld. There were 5 officers and 
3 members present. 
 A motion to approve the April meeting minutes as 
published in the May newsletter was made, seconded 
and affirmed by voice vote.
 A treasury report was given. The balance from last 
report was $5061.62. Revenue from dues added $220. 
Expenditures included $75.01 for the first month's 
portable toilet rental and $44.01 for the plywood 
Garth brought to replace the tops on two pit tables. 
The current balance is $5162.60 .
 Perry Dziuk reported he talked with the lawn 
service and they would not require a pay ahead for 
field mowing. They will send an invoice directly to 
Perry and he will issue a payment as soon as he has 
confirmation that the mowing was done.
 All the WFRC club members will be emailed to ask 
for RSVP for the float fly on Saturday, May 19th, so 
Dave Breckenridge can get a head count to order food 
by the 12th. 
 Dave reminded everyone that the next club event, a 
fun fly picnic at the field, was coming up on June 16th. 

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, June 12th, 2012. It 

will be held at the Montissippi Flying Field.

Since it was getting close, some of the donations from 
vendors that Dave has gotten so far will be split 
between the float fly and the fun fly. Otherwise it may 
be too late to get any donations for the June 16th 
event.
 The meeting was adjourned at at 7:38 PM.

Post Meeting Flying 
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 After some rain showers earlier in the evening, the 
skies cleared off and the wind died down for favorable 
conditions to fly for about an hour before the daylight 
faded. Garth, Leo and Joel went a couple rounds of 
“loose” combat with their BluFO's. Eventually there 
was some incidental contact between Garth and Joel 
that knocked one of  the tip fins off  Joel's aircraft. 
 Other activity included a couple flights by new 
member Evan Gerzema with his glow trainer and Joel 
flying his white Depron foam version of the BluFo 
with LED strip lighting.

Upcoming Events
North Mankato Electric Fly-in: June 8th and 9th. 
Forsberg Field on 2075 North Lookout Drive. Free 
prize drawings for two Spektrum radios, a Futaba radio 
and two RTF airplanes. Friday 8:30 am to 7 pm. 
Saturday, 7am to 11am, prior to full scale air show 
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featuring Navy Blue Angels at Mankato Municipal 
Airport. http://nmef.vintauri.com/welcome.html 

Sodbusters Scale Sunday:  Sodbusters RC at the 
corner of I94 and Manning Avenue in Lake Elmo is 
having a fly for fun event for all scales, military and 
civilian on Sunday, June 10th, starting at 8 AM. 
Landing fee of $5 includes lunch. John Baligrodzki at 
651-955-2590 or baligrodzki1@yahoo.com if you have 
any questions.

WFRC FunFly Picnic:  June 16th at the Montissippi 
Park Field. The unused resources from the canceled 
float fly will be available to support this activity.

Marcee 2012 Annual All Electric Fly-in: June 
22-24th hosted by the 3M RC Flyers at their field in 
Cottage Grove. Large pilot prize raffle on Saturday, the 
23rd. http://www.marcee.org/marcee2012.html

Blue Sky Fun Fly: Hosted by Paynesville RC Club, 
July 21st & 22nd. Landing fee $20 includes Saturday 
evening dinner.

Watts Over Owatanna: This electric fly is scheduled 
for July 27th to the 29th and pre-registration is now 
open. Go to http://www.watts2012.net for details. 
The field will be open on Thursday, the 26th, as well 
for test and familiarization flights. There are added 
flight lines for various flying styles and an effort to 
provide for mosquito control to improve the night 
flying experience.

Demise of a Spring Club Float Fly
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Despite lots of planning and a great location based 
on the club's previous use of the park on Lake Orono 
in Elk River, we couldn't pull the trigger on this event 
on either Saturday, May 19th, or Sunday, the 20th. 
Although we had record warm spring weather and the 
events primary day was in the 80's, it was viciously 
windy. The following day included rain with strong 
winds and much cooler temperature. That one-two 
punch KO'ed our float fly for the spring season. We 
do have a float fly scheduled for the fall, so we may 
have another chance to get our feet wet.

Montissippi Park Field Condition
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
  With the 10+ inches of rain we received in May, 
the field finally began to green up. It was mowed by 
the Aqua Green Lawn Service for the first time this 

season a couple of days after the May meeting. The 
oldest wooden table in the pits was dismantled and 
disposed of. The remaining four metal-base tables all 
have new plywood tops. The tops have all been sealed 
with a a PPG deck stain/sealer. However, the two 
tables that Jason Brehmer had constructed already 
began to crack and peel on the top layer. We can see if 
the sealer keeps them from getting any worse or 
possibly flip the other side up and give them an 
immediate sealer coat if the two that were sealed 
immediately after Garth put them show signs of 
holding up better.
 Tom Springer and Roy Wood worked on the field 
weather station and had it running for a few days the 
last week of May. The battery seemed to be staying 
charged by the solar panel but Tom said they needed 
to do some more work on the system so you'll have to 
check back to see when it comes back on line for 
good.
 The City of Monticello was dumping some fill 
material they were hauling away from another project 
onto the entrance road into the field. We are not sure 
if they were just going to spread it out thin as it was 
dumped or come in and grade the road to complete 
the job.

The Spawning of the WildCatFish
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Back in the Pacific Campaign of WWII, the military 
thought they might need an aircraft to support the 
island hopping march to Japan when airfields and 
carriers might not be available. So somebody tried 
some floats on a Grumman F4F Wildcat. It never 
really made a mark though. 
 Jump ahead 50 some years and Horizon Hobby 
molds a hunk of foam into a simple electric hand-
launch replica of the old F4F. It flies very well and 
becomes a staple of electric park flying. Although it is 
foam can it float? Well it turns out the answer is the 
same as it is for the well-known proclivities of bears 
and Popes: YES, and how!
 The key to getting the F4F to its Wildcatfish form/
function is first fashioning the appropriate hard point 
attachments for float struts as well as providing an 
effective water rudder for taxiing on the water. Then it 
is simply a matter of digging up the renowned Chuck 
Cunningham's RCM magazine article on floats for 
model aircraft and going to work.
 And as fortune would have it, the proper sized floats 
for this project just happen to come in a float kit from 
Multiplex, primarily made for their own MiniMag 
aircraft. These floats have lots of the hardware you 
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will need and are of the proper proportions for weight 
and length. The only parts left to really fab from 
scratch are mounting points off the fuselage for the 
front float struts and the front struts themselves. 
However, Multiplex doesn't seem to appreciate the 
nicety of spreaders to hold the float separation and 
tracking, so I use a couple of pieces of carbon fiber 
rod of similar diameter of the strut wire they are tied 
across.
 The 3/32” wire front struts are mounted on 
plywood channels that are imbedded in the foam 
fuselage between the wheel wells and the firewall. The 
position around the circumference of the fuselage was 
chosen to give about a 45 degree strut angle out and 
down to the front float mounting. The fuselage end of 
the front struts were Z-bent to secure them against all 
axis of rotation with the aid of Dubro landing gear 
straps. The strut length and angles were laid out to give 
about 25% of the wingspan for float stance and about 
1/2” prop clearance above the top of  the floats.
 The rear strut attachment to the fuselage was made 
by gluing the plastic block supplied with the Multiplex 
floats. The rear strut was bent out of the Multiplex 
supplied 1.3mm wire. A pattern for that strut had to 
be custom laid out to get the proper 3 degree positive 
incidence between the wing and the top of the floats 
rather than bend it to the template from the Multiplex 
instruction manual. 
 The final piece of the conversion was a water 
rudder. Multiplex's instructions shows how to couple 
their wire-framed foam rudder to the vertical 
stabilizer's rudder through a tail wheel strut. The tail of 
the Wildcat was pierced from the bottom to align to 
the rudder hinge and a bearing tube inserted. Then a 
tiller arm style tail wheel strut was bent up and 
coupled to the bottom of the rudder. Again, rather 
than use the water rudder pattern in the Multiplex 
instructions, I made one that was a 1/2” taller because 
it was looking like the reach to the water from the 
under side of the tail for the Wildcat was a little longer 
than the MiniMag. 
 The clever mating arrangement Multiplex uses allows 
the water rudder to attach to the tail strut with two 
wheel collars. This allows it to be adjusted for tracking 
in the water after the air rudder is trimmed for flying 
and easily removed for non-water flying.
 Some other refinements to the conversion was to 
cover the bottoms of the floats with packaging tape 
and wrap the water rudder in packaging tape to make 
them all more durable.
 Now all of this effort does make for a well 
appointed float conversion but the proof is in the 

flying. If this added equipment takes away from the 
overall aerobatic performance, all you have done is 
created a static semi-scale model. Have no fear, even 
with the stock prop, motor and battery that the belly 
lander version used, the performance on floats is great. 
Even the 12 minute duration on the 3s-1800 mah pack 
is within a minute of what you get on floats. The 
Wildcatfish will get on the float steps and lift off the 
water at barely above ! throttle. All the common 
vertical maneuvers are easily done and rolls and 
inverted flight is no effort to do well. And the real 
bonus is the “look” of a radial engined, mid-wing, pre-
WWII aircraft.
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If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 

763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 
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